
The Unmovable Moving Mountain of God
Luke 9:28-36











Eden – the Mountain of God 

(Genesis 1-3; Ezekiel 28)



Horeb / Sinai – The Mountain of God

Exodus 3, 24, 34, 1 Kings 19



Moriah / Zion – The Mountain of God

(temple mount in Jerusalem)



Mount of Transfiguration

(Mat 17, Mark 9, Luke 9)



Luke 9:28-36

About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and 
James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. As he was 

praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses and 
Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They 
spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to 

fulfillment at Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were very 
sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and 

the two men standing with him



Luke 9:28-36

As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is 
good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was 

saying.)

While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and 
they were afraid as they entered the cloud. A voice came from 
the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to 
him.” When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was 

alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell 
anyone at that time what they had seen.



Mount Tabor?



Mount Hermon?



Why Moses and Elijah?

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.  -Deut 18:15

Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him 
at Horeb for all Israel.

“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful 
day of the Lord comes.”

-Malachi 4:4-5





Shekinah glory cloud

Symbol/sign of the transcendence, 

greatness, and glory of God

Sinai: Exodus 24, 34

Guided Israelites: Exodus 13, 40

Descended on tabernacle: Ex 40

Descended on temple: 1 Kings 8





God’s glory is revealed in Jesus



So… Jesus should be listened to



Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 

glory.   I consider that our present sufferings are 
not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us.
Romans 8:17-18





The Gospel According to Mountains



Eden

God and people ruling together

When sin enters the picture, humans are 

removed from the garden and forbidden to 

enter



Sinai / Horeb

God meets with Moses, reveals his name 

(Yahweh), gives the covenant

Anyone who touched the mountain would 

die

Also the place of Moses meeting God in 

the Burning Bush – “Holy Ground”



Zion

The temple mount becomes the Mountain 

of God

Here, human beings can approach God, 

worship Him, and find refuge

Though because God is holy, some serious 

regulations are in place 

Also the place of Abraham’s offering of 

Isaac, and David meeting the angel at 

Araunah’s threshing floor



Calvary / Golgotha

Here, the Messiah willingly gave up his life 

to bear the sin of the world and put his 

righteousness on sinners.

Death and sin are defeated through 

Jesus’ death and resurrection



Mt of Olives

Before ascending to Heaven, Jesus tells 

his disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit

They will be his witnesses



The Church

At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descends 

on God’s people.  They become his 

representatives in the world.  A 

mountain is no longer needed.

The treasure of the gospel is stored in 

jars of clay



The New Jerusalem

“Come, I will show you the bride, the wife 

of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in 

the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and 

showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God. It shone with 

the glory of God

-Revelation 21:10-11



The Gospel According to Mountains




